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REPORT 


On  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition 
of  the  Urban  District  of  Lees, 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1925. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

OF  THE 

Lees  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  consideration 
my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1925. 

1. — General  Statistics. 


Area  (acres)  .  288 

Population  (1921) . 4853 

Estimated  Population  (1925) . 4865 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921) . 1201 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  ...1211 

Rateable  Value  . ,£42,608 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  . £149 
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Physical  Features  and  General  Character 
of  the  Area. 

The  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Lees  is  bounded  on 
the  west  by  the  County  Borough  of  Oldham,  on  the  north 
and  the  east  by  the  Springhead  Urban  District,  and  on  the 
south  by  the  Limehurst  Rural  District.  It  is  situated  at  a 
height  varying  from  580  feet  to  800  feet,  and  has  an  area 
of  about  288  acres,  most  of  which  is  built  upon.  The 
climate  is  damp,  and  the  rainfall  considerable. 

Lees  is  built  chiefly  on  clay,  with  sand  in  places, 
over-laying  coals,  shales,  sandstones,  and  millstone-grit. 

Social  Conditions. 

The  principle  industry  is  cotton  spinning.  Trade  has 
been  very  bad,  and  short  time  working,  with  consequent 
loss  of  wages,  has  been  prevalent.  In  spite  of  all  precautions 
cardroom  workers  are  apt  to  suffer  from  lung  disease  owing 
to  exposure  to  dust.  Epitheliomatous  Ulceration  of  the  Serotum 
(Spinners  Cancer)  seems  to  be  slightly  on  the  increase. 

The  Lees  Sick  Nursing  Association  is  a  voluntary 
organization,  supported  by  private  subscription,  and  its 
object  is  to  provide  a  trained  nurse  for  the  sick  poor  of  the 
district  in  their  own  homes.  It  employs  one  nurse,  who  is 
doing  very  good  work,  and  the  association  is  of  great  benefit 
to  the  district.  The  following  particulars  are  taken  from 
the  Fifteenth  Annual  Report. 


Number  of  visits  paid .  3972 

Number  of  new  cases  attended  ...  92 

Number  of  Operations  .  11 


2. — Vital  Statistics. 

The  following  statistics  are  issued  by  the  Registrar 
General.  The  number  of  births  and  deaths  are  those  regis¬ 
tered  during  the  year,  corrected  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers. 

Total  Male  Female 

Births  in  1925  .  72  .  39  .  33 

Deaths  in  1925  .  60  .  29  .  31 
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Per  1,000  of  population. 


Death  rate 

Rate  of  Deaths 

front  Tuberculosis 

under  1  year 

Birth- 

Death- 

of  Respiratory 

to  1 .000 

rate 

rate 

System 

Births 

Mean  of  5  vears 

1895-1899  .... 

..26'8 

18'5 

F55 

176 

1900-1904  .... 

..25'8 

19'2 

no 

194 

1905-1909  .... 

,.28’2 

18  2 

0'92 

158 

1910-1914  .... 

..23'9 

19'3 

F09 

177 

1915-1919  .... 

. .  1 6'9 

1 9'  1 

0.74 

139 

1920-1934  .... 

..  19'0 

135 

0’52 

76 

Year 

1924 

-.15*8 

12.3 

1.03 

51 

1925 

..147 

12*3 

0.41 

97 

Increase  or  decrease 

in  192 

5  on 

Mean  of  5  years 

1920-1924  . 

.- — 4’3 

—  F2 

—071 

+  21 

Previous  year 

-l'l 

nil 

—  0‘62 

+  46 

*  Standardizing  factor  —  ; 

Corrected  death-rate  ~  —  per  1,000. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males 


All  Causes  .  29 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system .  1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases .  0 

Cancer,  malignant  disease .  2 

Rheumatic  Fever  .  1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  .  1 

Heart  Disease .  6 

Arterio  Sclerosis .  0 

.  Bronchitis  .  1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . : .  5 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases .  1 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis .  1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  .  1 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  under  2  years .  0 

Congenital  Debility  and  premature  birth...  1 

Suicide .  2 

Deaths  from  Violence  (other  than  Suicide)  0 

Other  defined  Diseases  .  6 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  .  0 


Females 

31 

1 

0 

5 
0 
0 
9 
1 
3 
0 
2 

6 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
3 
0 
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Total 
cases  at 
all  ages 


Under  1 


1-2 


2-3 


3- 4 

4- 5 

5- 10 


10-15 


15-20 


20-35 


35-45 


45-65 


65  and 
over 
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Number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified,  number  of  deaths  from  these  diseases,  number  of  cases 


Special  inspections  are  made  in  connection  with  each 
outbreak  of  infectious  diseases  with  the  object  of  determining 
their  cause,  if  possible,  and  the  best  means  for  their  limitation. 
The  infected  houses  are  visited,  their  conditions  as  to  drainage, 
ventilation  and  cleanliness  ascertained.  Information  is 
acquired  as  to  exposure  to  contagion,  water  and  milk  supply, 
school  attendance  in  the  case  of  a  child,  and  such  other 
points  as  may  have  a  bearing  on  the  case.  As  soon  as  the 
medical  attendant  certifies  that  there  is  no  danger  of  the 
patient  being  a  source  of  danger  of  contagion,  the  houses 
are  fumigated  with  sulphur,  and  the  walls  are  sprayed  with 
a  disinfectant  solution.  Disinfectants  are  supplied  free  of 
cost  by  the  Council.  Anti- Diphtheritic  Serum  is  also  supplied 
free  of  cost  for  use  in  the  case  of  poor  patients. 

Tuberculosis 

(1)  _ All  tuberculosis  deaths  have  been  notified. 

(2) . ..The  notification  of  tuberculosis  is  fairly  efficient 
in  the  district. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1925. 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  periods 

Non. 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non. 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F.  M. 

F. 

0  . 

1  . 

5  . 

10  . 

15  . 

20  . 

1 

1 

25  . 

1 

35  . 

1 

1 

35  . 

1 

55  . 

60  &  upward 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


CASES 

Treated 

Vision 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Number 

Notified 

At  Home 

In  Hospital 

Unimpaired 

Deaths 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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4. — Causes  of  Sickness. 

No  Causes  of  Sickness  and  Invalidity  have  been 
specially  noteworthy  in  the  district  during  the  five  years. 

School  Closure. 

None  of  the  Schools  in  the  district  have  been  closed 
at  any  time  during  the  year  on  account  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
Diphtheria,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Chicken-pox, 
Influenza,  or  any  other  diseases. 

Special  Reports. 

No  Special  Reports  have  been  made  under  Article  xix 
(15  and  16)  Sanitary  Officers’  Order  1910. 

5. — Summary  of  Nursing  Arrangements, 

Hospitals,  other  Institutions  available 
in  the  District. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General  Nursing: 

The  Lees  Sick  Nursing  Association,  which  is  supported 
by  voluntary  Contributions,  employs  one  Nurse,  who  attends 
non-infectious  cases  among  the  sick  poor.  Nursing  is 
provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases: — 

No  provision  for  nursing  is  made. 

Midwives. 

No  midwife  is  employed  or  assisted  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

No  midwife  was  on  the  County  Register  December 
31st,  1924,  or  actually  practising  in  the  district. 

The  district  is  efficiently  supplied  by  Nurses  resident 
outside  the  district. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  Council  respecting 
Child  Welfare  Work.  Visiting  under  the  Notification  of 
Births  Act  is  carried  out  by  the  Nurse  appointed  by  the 
County  Authorities. 
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A  School  for  Mothers  is  carried  on  by  voluntary  effort 
The  School  is  open  every  Thursday,  when  instruction  is  given 
and  children  weighed.  Dr.  McYean  and  the  M.O.H.  attend 
alternately  and  give  free  advice  in  necessary  cases. 

There  are  no  other  Clinics  or  Treatment  Centres. 
Hospital  Accommodation. 

For  Small-pox.  An  arrangement  has  been  completed  with 
Chadderton.  Payment  per  case  and  a  retain¬ 
ing  fee  of  £ 25  per  annum. 

For  other  Infectious  Diseases,  by  arrangement  with 
Oldham.  Payment  per  case  per  week. 

There  is  no  Plospital  accommodation  in  the  district  for 
( a)  Maternity  Cases  ;  ( b)  Children  ;  ( c)  Tuberculosis  ;  and 
no  Institutional  provision  for  un-married  mothers,  illegitimate 
infants  and  home  children. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

are  provided  by  arrangement  with  Oldham  for  ( a)  Infectious 
Cases  (b)  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases. 


6.— Labatory  work. 

No  Bacteriological  Examinations  have  been  carried  out 
except  by  the  County  Tuberculosis  Officers. 

Diptheria  Anti-toxin  is  kept  at  99,  High  Street,  Lees, 
and  is  supplied  gratuitously  to  Medical  men  on  request. 


Acts  in  force  in  the  District. 

‘‘The  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  1898.” 

“‘Part  iii  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act 
1890.” 

and  “Parts  ii,  iii,  and  iv  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1907,”  subject  to  certain 
conditions  and  adaptions  referred  to  in  an 
Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  (No. 
57,207),  dated  28th  August,  1911. 


9 


7. — Sanitary  administration. 

Water  Supply 

is  efficient  and  the  water  is  of  good  quality  from  the  Oldham 
Corporation  water  supply. 

Scavenging  and  Removal  of  House  Refuse 

is  carried  out  satisfactorily  by  the  Sanitary  Authority.  No 
privy  middens  exist.  Sewerage  of  the  greater  part  of  the 
district  is  conveyed  by  efficient  drains  to  the  sewers  of  the 
Oldham  Corporation,  and  is  treated  at  their  outfall  works. 
That  of  the  remainder  is  treated  at  our  own  sewerage 
works,  the  sewerage  going  through  precipitation  tanks,  con¬ 
tinuous  filters,  percolating  filters,  and  humus  tanks. 

Excrement  is  disposed  of  principally  in  pail  closets,  the 
contents  of  which  are  removed  weekly,  and  mixed  with  lime 
and  shoddy  on  land  far  away  from  any  dwelling  houses  or 
mills.  There  are  in  Lees  778  Pail  Closets,  424  Fresh  Water 
Closets,  and  85  Waste-water  Closets.  During  the  year  9 
Pail  Closets  have  been  converted  to  Fresh  Water  Closets. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  in  Ashtubs  and  Ashpits.  The 
Ashtubs  are  emptied  weekly  and  the  Ashpits  at  intervals  as 
required,  and  the  contents  removed  to  a  tip. 

During  the  five  years— 1921-1925 —59  Pail  Closets 
have  been  converted  to  Fresh  Water  Closets  and  17  ter 
Waste  Water  Closets. 

Nuisance  Inspection. 

Number  of  Notices  . j  Statutory  .  3 


Number  of  Nuisances  abated  .  9 

Number  of  Legal  Proceedings  .  0 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

This  Act  is  administered  by  the  police. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds, 

Number  in  district — 2.  Condition  satisfactory. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Number  Registered — 1.  Number  Licensed — 3. 
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Bakehouses 

Have  been  visited  and  found  satisfactory. 

Factories  and  Workshops 
Have  been  visited  and  found  satisfactory. 

8. — Public  Health  Staff. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part  Time)  : 

James  Currie,  m.a.,  m.b.,  c.m. 

Sanitary  Inspector  (Part  Time)  : 

J.  W.  Liversage. 

9.— Housing. 

I.  11  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year. 

II.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

22  houses  have  been  inspected  for  Housing 
defects. 

Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  Formal 
Notice — 22. 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  No  proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing 
and  Town  Planning  Act,  1919. 

B.  No  proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act. 

C.  No  proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909. 

D.  No  houses  have  been  demolished  voluntary  by 
owners  or  converted  to  Workshops,  etc. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  CURRIE,  M.A.,  M.B.,  C.M. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Lees. 
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